
Support From Grant & Academic Partners

• IMLS funded two large grants and multiple scholarships for librarians (2018-

2019, 2021-2022)

• AAHSL Association of Academic Health Sciences Libraries (2018 – 2022)

• University of Illinois at Chicago, Library of the Health Sciences-Chicago 

(2018-2019)

• University of North Texas (UNT) Master of Science in Information Science 

program (2021-present)

• Emporia State University (ESU), School of Library and Information 

Management program (2021-present)

• Network of the National Library of Medicine (NNLM) (2021-present)

• MLA Fellows (2021-present)

2024 Funding Support 

• MLA Fellows

• MLA Chapters

• Liberty

• Mid-Continental

• Midwest

• Medical Library Group So Cal & Arizona (MLGSCA)

• Pacific Northwest (PNC)

• South Central

• Southern 

• NNLM

2024 Scholarships

• Donations: $18,954 from MLA Fellows, 7 Chapters & NNLM

• 24 scholarships, 5 declined support

Thank you RTI Partners and Donors! 

RESEARCH  TRAINING  INSTITUTE
2025 In-Person Poster Presentations

Moderators

Emily Vardell, PhD, AHIP, Emporia State University (RTI Co-Faculty Lead)

Susan Lessick, MA, MLS, AHIP, FMLA, University of California, Irvine (RTI Founding Director)



RTI Program Staff, 2018-2025
Faculty (2018-present)

• Katherine Akers, Research Scientist in Evidence Synthesis, PRECISIONheor (Instructor, 2020-
2024) 

• Caitlin Baker, AHIP, Discovery Technologies Librarian, University of Regina’s Dr. John Archer 
Library and Archives (Instructor, 2024-present)

• Nina Exner, Research Data Librarian, Virginia Commonwealth University Libraries (2023-
present)

• Sally Gore, Manager of Research and Scholarly Communication Services, Lamar Soutter 
Library, University of Massachusetts Medical School –Worcester (Instructor, 2018-2019) 

• Karen Gutzman, Head of Research Assessment and Communications, Galter Health 
Sciences Library & Learning Center at Northwestern University (Instructor & Social Media 
Coordinator, 2021-present)

• Shanda Hunt, Public Health Librarian & Data Curation Specialist, Health Sciences Library, 
University of Minnesota - Twin Cities (Instructor, 2021-2024)

• Lorie Kloda, AHIP, Associate University Librarian, Concordia University, Montreal, QC, 
Canada (Co-Lead instructor, 2018-2020)

• Mark MacEachern, Informationist, Taubman Health Sciences Library, University of Michigan–
Ann Arbor (Instructor, 2018-2023; Co-Lead Instructor, 2023-present)

• Ann Medaille, Director of Research and Instructional Services, University of Nevada, Reno 
Libraries (Instructor, 2024-present)

• Jodi L. Philbrick, AHIP, Senior Lecturer, Department of Information Science, University 
of North Texas–Denton (Co-Lead instructor, 2018-2023)

• Emily Vardell, AHIP, Associate Professor, School of Library and Information Management, 
Emporia State University, Emporia, KS (Instructor, 2018-2020; Co-Lead Instructor, 2021-
present) 

Academic Coordinator (2021-present)
• Ana Cleveland, PhD, AHIP, FMLA, Regents Professor, Sarah Law Kennerly 

Endowed Professor, and Director of the Health Informatics Program, University 

of North Texas, Denton, TX

Peer Coaches (2024-2025)
• Helen-Ann Brown Epstein, AHIP, FMLA

• Rachel Hinrichs, AHIP

• Colleen Foy, AHIP

• Annie “Nicky” Nickum, AHIP

• Kearin Reid, AHIP

RTI Leadership Team
• Susan Lessick, AHIP, FMLA, Librarian Emerita/RTI Project Director, University 

of California, Irvine

• Debra Cavanaugh, MLA Director of Professional Development

Thank you RTI 
Program Staff! 



Janene Batten, RTIF (2018)

John Bourgeois, AHIP, RTIF (2019)

Amelia Brunskill, RTIF (2018)

Rebecca Carlson, AHIP, RTIF (2021)

Colleen Marie Foy, AHIP, RTIF (2022)

Carrie Grinstead, AHIP, RTIF (2018)

Pat Harnegie, AHIP, RTIF (2019)

Andy Hickner, RTIF (2021)

Rachel Hinrichs, RTIF (2019)

Margaret A. Hoogland, AHIP, RTIF (2018)

Melissa Kahili-Heede, RTIF (2018)

Liz Kellermeyer, AHIP, RTIF (2018)

Sa’ad Laws, RTIF (2019)

RESEARCH  TRAINING  INSTITUTE
RTI Research Fellowship with RTIF Distinction

2025 Awardees

The RTI Research Fellowship (RTIF) is awarded to those who complete the program and publish their project in 
a peer-reviewed journal (RTI year in parentheses). 

RTIF awardee publications are available: https://www.mlanet.org/professional-
development/research/research-training-institute/research-publications/

Laura Lipke, AHIP, RTIF (2022)

Sandy McCarthy, RTIF (2019)

Laura Menard, RTIF (2019)

Tanisha Mills, AHIP, RTIF (2019)

Laurie Najjar, RTIF (2022)

Annie Nickum, AHIP, RTIF (2020)

Elisabeth Nylander, RTIF (2018)

Robin O’Hanlon, RTIF (2018)

Christi Piper, AHIP, RTIF (2020)

Maggie Shawcross, AHIP, RTIF (2020)

Elizabeth Suelzer, AHIP, RTIF (2018)

Valerie Vera, RTIF (2021)

Jennifer Westrick, AHIP, RTIF (2019)

Natasha Williams, AHIP, RTIF (2018) 



RESEARCH  TRAINING  INSTITUTE
2025 Virtual Poster Presentations

Presenters

Assessing Library Services

Jennifer Smith: A needs assessment survey for improving library support for chiropractic faculty

Kim Whalen: Communicating community engagement within health sciences libraries: A review of AAHSL member 

LibGuides and websites

Jodi Hall: Information Needs of Patients with Vasculitis

Aisha Grant: Paws in Place: Exploring Animal Assisted Activities and Their Influence on Sense of Place in an 

Academic Veterinary Library

Rebecca Gates: Medical Library Employee Understandings of Disability

Artificial Intelligence (AI) 

Jamie Quinn: Teaching Artificial Intelligence Literacy to Undergraduate Nursing Students Engaged in Research

Mallory Blasingame: Comparing Three Distinct Generative AI Tools’ Clinical Evidence Summaries with Medical 

Librarians’ Gold-Standards

Jules Bailey: Use of Automation Tools in Systematic Reviews and Other Evidence Synthesis

Clinical Librarianship

Regina Vitiello: Adapting a Validated Measure for Health Sciences Library Impact

John Mokonyama: How do nurses perceive the role of knowledge management in adopting electronic health 

records within hospital setting?



Studies that explore

Assessing 
Library Services













Studies that explore

Artificial Intelligence (AI)









Studies that explore

Clinical Librarianship







Thank you to our presenters
and attendees!
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