
Support From Grant & Academic Partners

• IMLS funded two large grants and multiple scholarships for 
librarians (2018-2019, 2021-2022)

• AAHSL Association of Academic Health Sciences Libraries 
(2018 – 2022)

• University of Illinois at Chicago, Library of the Health 
Sciences-Chicago (2018-2019)

• University of North Texas (UNT) Master of Science in 
Information Science program (2021 - 2023)

• Emporia State University (ESU), School of Library and 
Information Management program. (2021-2023)

2023 Funding Support 

• MLA Fellows

• MLA Chapters

• Liberty

• Mid-Continental

• Midwest

• Medical Library Group So Cal & Arizona (MLGSCA)

• Pacific Northwest (PNC)

• South Central

• Southern 

• NNLM

2023 Scholarships

• Donations: $18,954 from MLA Fellows, 6 Chapters & NNLM

• 24 scholarships, including DEI scholarships; 5 declined support
Thank you RTI Partners 
and Donors! 

RESEARCH  TRAINING  INSTITUTE
2024 In-Person Poster Presentations

Moderators

Emily Vardell, PhD, AHIP, Emporia State University (RTI Co-Faculty Lead)



RTI Program Staff, 2018-2024

Faculty (2018-present)

• Katherine Akers, Research Scientist in Evidence Synthesis, 
PRECISIONheor (Instructor, 2020-2024) 

• Nina Exner, Research Data Librarian, Virginia Commonwealth 
University Libraries (2023-present)

• Sally Gore, Manager of Research and Scholarly Communication 
Services, Lamar Soutter Library, University of Massachusetts Medical 
School –Worcester (Instructor, 2018-2019) 

• Karen Gutzman, Head of Research Assessment and Communications, 
Galter Health Sciences Library & Learning Center at Northwestern 
University (Instructor & Social Media Coordinator, 2021-present)

• Shanda Hunt, Public Health Librarian & Data Curation Specialist, 
Health Sciences Library, University of Minnesota - Twin Cities (Instructor, 
2021-2024)

• Lorie Kloda, AHIP, Associate University Librarian, Concordia University, 
Montreal, QC, Canada (Co-Lead instructor, 2018-2020)

• Mark MacEachern, Informationist, Taubman Health Sciences Library, 
University of Michigan–Ann Arbor (Instructor, 2018-2023; Co-Lead 
Instructor, 2023-present)

• Jodi L. Philbrick, AHIP, Senior Lecturer, Department of Information 
Science, University of North Texas–Denton (Co-Lead instructor, 2018-
2023)

• Emily Vardell, AHIP, Associate Professor, School of Library and 
Information Management, Emporia State University, Emporia, KS 
(Instructor, 2018-2020; Co-Lead Instructor, 2021-present) 

Academic Coordinator (2021-present)
• Ana Cleveland, PhD, AHIP, FMLA, Regents Professor, Sarah Law Kennerly 

Endowed Professor, and Director of the Health Informatics Program, University 

of North Texas, Denton, TX

Peer Coaches (2023-2024)
• Andy Hickner

• Christi Piper

• Erin E. Reardon

• Valerie Vera

• Gwen Wilson 

RTI Leadership Team (2018-2024)
• Susan Lessick, AHIP, FMLA, Librarian Emerita/RTI Project Director, University 

of California, Irvine

• Mary Langman, MLA Director of Information Issues & Policy

• Barry Grant, MLA Director of Education

• Debra Cavanaugh, MLA Director of Professional Development

Thank you RTI 
Program Staff! 
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Thank you to our presenters
and attendees!
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