
 

T. Ulmer 
A. Haberstroh 

BOOK PROPOSAL SCOPE STATEMENT 
 
Call for proposals: Determining Information Credibility and Trustworthiness 
  
The Medical Library Association Books Panel is seeking author(s) and/or editor(s) for a book related to 
determining the credibility and trustworthiness of information. The panel also welcomes a book that 
contributes to the discussion on the information-seeking behavior of major user populations. How does 
this behavior guide teaching practices?  (Example, if nurses are known for seeking answers from their 
peers instead of seeking answers from information resources, then what teaching methods should be 
used that resonate with the culture of nursing community?)  What teaching methods are more effective 
for specific user populations?   
 
Chapters in this book will provide an overview of types of information and ways to employ critical 
reasoning skills. This book will also act as a how-to guide for those in libraries who are interested in 
learning more about applying critical reasoning skills to information and in educating library users on 
critical reasoning skills, so they are well-informed and well-prepared consumers of information.  
  
Possible chapter topics include: 

• Introduction to notions of credibility, validity, and trustworthiness of information 
• Determining source credibility  
• Types of information: trustworthy, misinformation, and disinformation 
• Applying critical reasoning skills  
• Teaching critical reasoning skills to college students 
• Teaching critical reasoning skills to nurses 
• Teaching critical reasoning skills in graduate medical education  
• Teaching critical reasoning skills to researchers 
• Teaching critical reasoning skills to the public 
• Common logical fallacies employed in misinformation  
• How to locate sources for credible information 
• And more! 

  
Please consider the list above as a jumping-off point rather than a prescriptive list.   
  
You may write the book by yourself or edit the book and seek contributions from other librarians or 
information professionals.  We describe the submission process at Publish a Book with MLA.  To begin 
the process, submit your completed Step One form to Katie Arnold at MLA (kate.arnold@mlahq.org). If 
the Step One proposal is approved by the MLA Books Panel and copublisher, you will be asked to submit 
a Step Two. If you have questions about serving as the editor or the author of the entire volume, please 
contact Katie Arnold. We cannot consider contributions of individual chapters at this time.  

  
Do you have an idea for a book on a topic other than health literacy?  The Books Panel 
welcomes proposals on any topic likely to be of interest to health sciences librarians; simply fill in 
the Step One form and submit it to Katie.Arnold@mlahq.org.  More information on the publication 
process is available at Publish a Book with MLA 
 

https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.mlanet.org%2Fpage%2Fpublications%2Fbookproposals.html&data=05%7C01%7Cpaulmer%40geisinger.edu%7Ca440506651b3402eb30008da8763da2d%7C37d46c567c664402a16055c2313b910d%7C0%7C0%7C637971160241364868%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=W7rxN7lW9I7ke%2BflgrhdMqEi01TVzA98I4aAlgmiPSY%3D&reserved=0
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