Call for Book Proposals: Librarian’s Role in the Institutional Review Board and the Institutional Animal Care and Use Committee


At institutions that conduct research with human or animal subjects, the institutional review board (IRB) and the institutional animal care and use committee (IACUC) play an integral role in reviewing initial research plans and ensuring that researchers are in compliance with regulations about research subjects. While librarians are not required to serve on either committee, there are a variety of roles that they can fill, including primary investigator, reviewer or member, and research liaison.

The MLA Books Panel is seeking authors or editors for a monograph that provides guidance to health sciences professionals on possible roles and relationships that they can fill on IRBs and IACUCs. Topics for the monograph could include:

· description and history of IRBs and IACUCs
· overview of IRB structure and laws
· overview of IACUC structure and laws
· forms of IRBs and IACUCs: best practices
· librarian roles on IRBs or IACUCs
· different levels of involvement
· librarian experiences on IRBs and IACUCs: what to expect
· possible ethical issues
· value of building relationships with both committees
· IACUC: best practices for searching for animal alternatives

Step one consists of submitting a completed Book Proposal: Step 1 Form to Martha Lara at MLA by August 31, 2018. If you are interested in serving as an editor or author, please contact Ivan Portillo, AHIP. Chapter contributions cannot be considered until an editor is determined.
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