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CANCER LIBRARIANS SECTI
 
 
Goal 1:  Recruitment, Membership and Leadership in the P
The Cancer Librarians section (CLS) has worked on several in
(January 2008) to recruit new members and to foster a leaders
within the section and throughout the profession.   Section Cou
Esparza, has done an outstanding job this year with all of her 
many benefits of CLS membership that began with an article p
December 2007 and continues with her current efforts to attrac
Shuffle.  For the Section Shuffle, Julie created a poster about 
that comprises testimonials solicited from CLS members and l
booth at the first-ever Section Shuffle to be held at the annual 
together with Margaret Vugrin, Chair-Elect, to create an updat
on all section marketing and advertising.  The new logo will de
that will be distributed at the Section Shuffle table, the busines
program.  To insure a prominent and permanent role for a CLS
membership liaison, CLS decided to add this position to the du
2007 business meeting.  This year, Barbara Henry, CLS Bylaw
bylaws to update the Past Chair’s duties.  MLA accepted the p
changes were announced to the section via our listserv and ne
completed the section elections and took over the role of Mem
by Mark Vrable who left MLA in December 2007.   
 
Goal 2:  Life Long Learning  
Margaret Vugrin, Program Chair, and the Clinical Librarians a
SIG and the Molecular Biology and Genomics SIG partnered t
ON 

rofession 
itiatives since the mid-year report 
hip role for membership both 
ncil Representative, Julie 

proactive efforts to advertise the 
ublished in the MLA News in 
t new members via the Section 

the benefits of CLS membership 
eaders for display at the CLS 
meeting in Chicago.  Julie worked 
ed version of the CLS logo for use 
but on brand new CLS buttons 
s meeting, and the section 
 membership chair and MLA 
ties of the Past Chair at the CLS 
s Committee Chair, revised CLS 
roposed changes and those 
wsletter.   Gail Hendler 
bership Liaison to fill the void left 

nd Evidence-Based Health Care 
o present this year’s section 



program: Translational medicine and the library¹s role.  The program will host a panel of 
distinguished librarians who have worked in this area:  Terry Burton (University of Wisconsin, 
Madison), Carolyn Reid (Weill Cornell Medical College), Andrew Hamilton (Oregon Health & 
Science University) and Jon Eldredge (University of New Mexico). The panel will provide an 
overview of translational medicine meant to inform colleagues about  what this scientific 
discipline is and the impact it will have on how we understand the epidemiology, diagnosis, and 
therapy of diseases.  The speakers will conclude the program with a discussion of the library’s 
role in supporting researchers and clinicians involved in translational medicine within the 
Clinical Translational Science Awards (CTSA) and across institutions. Case studies of library 
programs in translational medicine will be featured as a part of the discussion. 
 
 
 
 
Goal 3: Advocacy 
Individual Cancer Librarians section members have shared expertise and knowledge by 
producing and managing quality health information for the public.  Gail Hendler created and 
edits the Cancer Genetics page for NOAH- New York Online Access to Health.  This web page 
links to select, full-text documents about the science behind the disease and aims to improve 
the public’s health with information about how the genetic disease - cancer – occurs, is 
diagnosed, behaves and is treated. Isabel Sulimanoff expanded our Oncology Patient Libraries 
listing on the CLS website.  This listing provides the public and our colleagues with a way to 
learn who to contact for help with cancer related questions.  Ruti Volk published the Medical 
Library Association Guide to Cancer Information:  Authoritative, Patient-Friendly, Print and 
Electronic Resources.  The book has been well reviewed in various sources and Gail Hendler 
reviewed the title for Journal of Consumer Health on the Internet. 
 
 
Goal 4:  Creating and Communicating our Knowledge 
Christine Marton, CLS Newsletter editor, published two issues of the newsletter that reside on 
the section website.  The CLS discussion list and the CLS website are managed by Ann Marie 
Clark.  The discussion list enables members to learn about new resources and practice and 
communicate information about peers and the profession.  The website hosts information about 
oncology, cancer librarianship, the section and the MLA that is viewed by professionals and the 
general public.  Ms. Clark has updated the CLS website to include most of the online issues of 
the CLS Newsletter and has added new documents about the section’s history.  The CLS 
Recommended Websites Committee, chaired by Frank Davis, updated content in its 10 subject 
areas and welcomed Christine Marton as a new member of the team in 2008. 
 
Goal 5:  Building a Network of Partners 
The Cancer Librarians section Meeting Abstracts committee, chaired and led by Karen Albert, 
has been fighting for a publicly accessible, searchable and online home for the major cancer 
meeting abstracts for the past several years.  Last year, Ruti Volk and Karen Albert had been 
successful in inviting Google to collaborate on this project and to create a clearinghouse for the 
major cancer abstracts via Google Scholar.  Last spring, Ms. Volk submitted the organized list of 
abstracts to the CLS contact person at Google.   However, when the Meeting Abstracts 
committee tested keyword searches of various meeting abstracts, it was discovered that Google 
Scholar could not be searched in any consistent manner.  The American Society of Clinical 
Oncology (ASCO) abstracts searches yielded favorable and consistent results with keyword 
terms, but others were unable to be found using title or author words and search terms such as, 
“AACR Abstracts.”  The committee concluded the problem was caused by lack of metadata tags 
within the abstract or abstract pages making it impossible for Google Scholar to pull the needed 
abstract.  Karen contacted Google to report the problem, but Google had been slow to respond.  
Communication was stalled between CLS and Google Scholar for most of 2008.  Thanks to 



Karen’s perseverance, communication has resumed and has resulted in an optimistic response 
along with a list of detailed action items that CLS and the committee will take as “next steps” to 
improve and facilitate cancer meeting abstract access in Google Scholar.  Google Scholar  
seems genuinely interested in working with CLS to resolve the current barriers to creating a 
stable, online and publicly accessible home to store this important information.. Karen has 
proposed that CLS form a subcommittee to monitor meeting abstract coverage in Google 
Scholar and to establish regular and ongoing communications with the Google Scholar contact 
to ensure accurate coverage going forward. The CLS will make this an agenda item at the 
business meeting and is optimistic that progress with this important and challenging project will 
be moved forward. 
 

 
MOTION 

 
This report is informational and requires no action by the Board of Directors. 
 
COMMITTEES 
Meeting Abstracts Committee:  Committee Chair, Karen Albert 
Membership Committee:  Committee Chair and Liaison, Gail Y. Hendler 
Newsletter Committee: Editor and Chair, Christine Marton 
Program Planning Committee:  Chair, Margaret Vugrin 
Recommended Web Sites Committee:  Committee Chair, Frank Davis 
Website Committee: Web Editor, Ann Marie Clark 
Bylaws Committee: Chair, Barbara Henry 
 
Submitted by:  Gail Y. Hendler, Chair 
 



 
 

CHIROPRACTIC LIBRARIES SECTION  
 

CLS objectives were developed under the following MLA Goals: 
 
Goal 1:  Recruitment, Membership, and Leadership in the Profession 
 
Objective:  Maintain the CLS (Chiropractic Libraries Section) website 
(http://www.cls.mlanet.org) 
 
The CLS website is edited and maintained by Annette Osenga from Life West Chiropractic 
College.  The CLS website provides section membership opportunities, shares resources with 
other chiropractic colleges and provides details for participation in the electronic discussion 
listserv. 
 
A section election was conducted in February 2008 by CLS Membership Committee Chair, 
Glenda Wiese (Palmer Chiropractic College).  Della Shupe (Northwestern Health Sciences 
University) was elected as Secretary (6/08 – 5/09) and Caroline Webb was elected Treasurer 
(6/08 – 5/09). 
 
The Chiropractic Libraries Section will be contributing and participating in the MLA Section 
Shuffle in May 2008.  CLS organizers are:  Glenda Wiese (Palmer College of Chiropractic), 
Marian Hicks (Cleveland Chiropractic College Los Angeles) and Joyce Whitehead (National 
College of Chiropractic). Karen Goodell (Palmer College of Chiropractic) will be substituting in 
Glenda Wiese’s absence at the Shuffle. 
 
Goal 2:  Lifelong Learning  
 
Objective: Co-sponsor programs for the MLA Annual Conference 2008. 
 
The CLS Section National Program Committee Liaison, Marcia Thomas (Cleveland Chiropractic 
College Kansas City) participated in the MLA 2008 program planning process.  CLS will be co-
sponsoring programs related to the theme of the MLA Annual Conference Connections: 
Bridging the Gap. The sponsored programs are: 
 
Bridging the Communication Gap between Patients and Physicians/Practitioners, primary 
sponsor:  Pharmacy and Drug Information Section. 

Health Disparities: Chasm, Gap, or Bridge, primary sponsor:  Relevant Issues Section. 

CLS is also contributing monetarily for one of the speakers. 

Goal 3:  Advocacy 
 
Objective:  To sponsor a scholarship award through MLA. 
 
CLS made a donation to the Donald A. B. Lindberg Research Fellowship through MLA.   
Goal 4: Creating and Communicating our Knowledge 
 
Objective:  Update and review the Chiropractic Libraries BibKit 
 
Dan Kanaley from New York Chiropractic College is coordinating the revision of the Chiropractic 
Libraries BibKit.   Other contributors are: Della Shupe (Northwestern Health Sciences 
University) and Caroline Webb (Texas Chiropractic College)-books,  
Margaret Butkovic (Canadian Memorial Chiropractic College)-media,  

http://www.cls.mlanet.org/


Marian Hicks (Cleveland Chiropractic College Los Angeles-ICL/peer-reviewed chiropractic 
journals. 
 
Additionally many members of CLS participate in indexing for the Index to Chiropractic 
Literature, a free web-based database.  This and other resources are accessible from the CLS 
website.  Upgrades are made to the database by Phyllis Harvey, Editor (Palmer College of 
Chiropractic) and Anne Taylor-Vaisey, Co-Editor (Canadian Memorial Chiropractic College). 
 
Objective:  Publish section newsletter 
 
Dan Kanaley publishes a bi-annual (Fall and Spring) newsletter Chiropractic Libraries: 
Newsletter of the Chiropractic Libraries Section of MLA and the Chiropractic Library 
Consortium.  
 
This report was prepared and submitted by Becky Sullivan, Chair, Chiropractic Libraries 
Section.  
 
The report is informational and requires no action by the Board of Directors. 
 
 
 

COLLECTION DEVELOPMENT SECTION 
 

 
Goal 1:  Recruitment, Membership and Leadership in the Profession 
 
Stated Objective:  Redesign and further develop the Collection Development Section web 
site as a resource for those interested in health sciences librarianship. The ongoing 
development and enhancement of the section Web site continued in 2007-08 under the 
direction of Karen Fischer, the CDS Website editor and Jeff Williams, chair of the Website 
content committee.  
 
Other activities pertaining to this goal include a $100 contribution from the Collection 
Development Section to underwrite the cost of a “Section Shuffle”, a new event sponsored 
by Section Council at the 2008 Annual Meeting that is designed to show off the various 
participating sections to prospective new members. The CDS will staff a table at the Sunday 
night event.   
 
The CDS briefly considered creating a Facebook page to encourage social networking with 
other CD Librarians and use the newer technologies to discuss issues.  The membership 
exhibited a considerable lack of enthusiasm for this initiative. 
 
Goal 2:  Life Long Learning 
 
Stated Objective 1:  Plan CDS Section Program for the 2008 MLA Annual Meeting. 
 
The Collection Development Section is the primary sponsor of a session entitled, “Bridging 
the Library Ethics Gap: Conflict of Interest Concerns of Librarians”.  Melissa Nasea, CDS 
Chair Elect and Program Chair for the 2008 Annual Meeting planned a thought-provoking 
program with three invited speakers. The three speakers are Joan Schuitema, Catalog 
Librarian, University Library, University of Illinois at Chicago; Dr. Andrew Robinson, Deputy 
Managing Director & Publishing Director, Medicine Wiley-Blackwell; and CDS member 
Jonathan Lord, Collection Development Librarian, Health Sciences Library, University of 
Virginia. The program will conclude with a question and answer session.  
 



In addition, the CDS will co-sponsor, with the Consumer and Patient Health Information 
Section, a session entitled "Consent or Obedience? Medical Authority and Consumer 
Health Education: Bridging the Medical Ethics Gap". This program will discuss the ethics of 
research on medical authority and knowledge.  The CDS will also co-sponsor with the 
Technical Services Section, "Connecting to New Roles". This program will discuss staffing 
trends, the transition of staffing responsibilities, retraining issues, learning to use new 
technologies, and the connection to library services. 
 
Stated Objective 2 :  Redesign and further develop the Collection Development Section 
web site as a resource for those interested in health sciences librarianship.  See Goal 1, 
above. 
 
Goal 3:  Advocacy 
 
Stated Objective 1: Seek to nominate a qualified candidate for the Louise Darling Medal 
for Distinguished Achievement in Collection Development in the Health Sciences.  A call for 
nominations for this award was posted on MEDLIB-L and on the Collection Development 
Website. 
 
Stated Objective 2 : Promotion of Daniel T. Richards Prize for a significant publication with 
an emphasis on research in collection development.  A call for nominations for this award 
was published in the Fall, 2007 issue of Developments.  The 2008 Daniel T. Richards prize 
will be awarded to Laurie Thompson and Mori Higa for their chapter, “Journal collection 
development: challenges, issues, and strategies”, published in Introduction to Health 
Sciences Librarianship. Edited by Sandra Wood. Binghamton, NY: Haworth Press, 2007: 
69-96. 
 
 
Goal 4:  Creating and Communicating our Knowledge 
 
Stated Objective 1:  Publish two (2) issues of the section’s newsletter, Developments, 
yearly.  Jeff Coghill, East Carolina University, took on the role of newsletter editor starting 
with the Fall 2007 issue of Developments.  Developments is published semi-annually on the 
section’s Web site. 
 
Stated Objective 2: Enhance communication to the section members by use of the section 
listserv. Continuing use of the Collection Development listserv has enhanced 
communication for collection development related issues and concerns, and provides a 
forum for discussions on resource recommendations and collection development advice.  
Presently, our listserv is “open access” to all, regardless of membership in the CDS.  Our 
officers list is perhaps equally active, and provides a forum for communication 
between section officers. 
 
Stated Objective 3:  Further develop the Collection Development Section web site as a 
resource for those interested in health sciences librarianship. See Goal #1, above. 
 
Goal 5:  Building a Network of Partners 
 
Objective:  Enhance links on the Collection Development Section Web Site to collection 
and core list resources on both other MLA Sections/SIGs/Etc. and appropriate external 
sites. Share this information with appropriate MLA Sections/SIGs/Etc.  This is an ongoing 
project. 
 
 



This report is informational and requires no action by the Board of Directors. 
 
Lynn M Fortney, Chair 
 



 
 

CONSUMER AND PATIENT HEALTH INFORMATION SECTION 
 

Goal 1 Recruitment, Membership, Leadership: 
CAPHIS held an online election in January. We have two open offices. We elected Program 

chair/chair elect Ysabel Bertolucci and Treasurer Gillian Kumagai. 

CAPHIS will participate in the Section Shuffle at the annual meeting in Chicago to recruit new 

members. 

We will be presenting our consumer health librarian award for the second time at the annual 

meeting. Our treasurer has placed $10,000 in a CD to fund it. The executive board will consider 

turning this into an endowment when we meet in Chicago. 

Goal 2 Lifelong Learning: 
CAPHIS is presenting a CE symposium, Patient Education and Consumer Health Libraries: 

Collaborating for Improved Patient Care at the annual meeting in Chicago.  We plan to post the 

post the handouts on our Web site in advance and have the participants download them. 

We will also present a program on bioethics at the annual meeting. 

We have submitted a proposal for a symposium for MLA 2009: E-Patients: The Techno Cultural 

Revolution of Health Consumers. 

CAPHIS contributed to the Donald Lindberg Research Endowment. 

Goal 4 Creating and Communicating Our Knowledge: 
We have completely redone our Web site. 

We have revised our Top 100 Web site list to keep everything current. 

Goal 5 Building a network of partners 
We maintain an active discussion list to exchange information. 

We are working with NNLM on their Health Information Literacy Project. 

Barbara M. Bibel, section chair 

 

 



 
DENTAL SECTION 

 
There was an electronic vote on the ballot for election of officers in February.  The 
following people were elected: 
Section Chair- Elect - Linda Hasman 
Treasurer/ Secretary - Ann Marie Corry 
MLA Nominating Committee - John Glueckert 
 
On March 19th, William Dobkowski, Section Chair-elect resigned because of perso
problems.  After discussion, the Board appointed the Section’s Immediate Past Ch
Kate McGraw, to take over the term of Chair-elect and to become Chair at MLA 08
The Board is very appreciative of Kate’s willingness to step in and also wishes Bill

the best of luck in dealing with his family problems.  
 

MOTIONS 
The Sections Board voted to participate in the Section Council supported 
Section Shuffle at the 2008 Annual meeting.  The Board also voted to contribute 
$100 in support of this recruitment event being planned to enable MLA 
members to get to know more about individual Sections. 
 
The Section’s Board voted to make a $100 contribution to the Lindberg 
Research Endowment. 
 
 
 
Goal 1:  Recruitment, Membership and Leadership in the Profession 
 
Objective:  Review purpose and use of the Steuernagel Fund and recommend possible 
changes in use of the funds 
 
Committee was appointed and it has prepared a report with recommendations to 
expand the list of appropriate uses of the income from the Fund: 

o The award as originally designated 
o Funding for a speaker or other program at the MLA Annual Meeting 

relating to current issues in dental libraries. 
o Any project or program outside of the Annual Meeting that promotes 

the Dental Section, dental librarianship, dental education, or the dental 
profession. 

 
This report also updates procedures for maintenance and use of the fund.  It will be 
presented at the 2008 Business meeting for action. 
 
 
 
Goal 2:  Life Long Learning 
 
Objective 1:  Solicit funding from vendors (StatRef!) to support MLA annual program 
session on evidence based practice 
 
StatRef was approached for continued support of an Invited paper session and has 
contributed $500 for the 2008 Lecture. 



 
 
Objective 2:  In following MLA’s Presidents Goal of increased use of technology in 
support of communication the Dental Section will investigate establishment of a Section 
Wiki to upgrade its current excellent ListServ into a more effective Forum to encourage 
greater interaction.  This examination of a possible creation of a Section Wiki will also 
include looking at the possibility of folding the Sections Web page into the Wiki to make 
it the Central point for all Section communication and online interaction. 
 
The Committee was formed and had an initial discussion about the proposed Wiki.  The 
Committee has recommended that instead of establishing a Section Wiki the Section 
will shift its ListServ to a Blog to encourage online discussion on topics of professional 
interest to dental libraries and librarians. Its report will be presented at the 2008 Section 
Business meeting. 
 
 
Goal 3:  Advocacy 
 
 
Objective: The Dental Section Board will review and, if necessary, update the current 
brochure before the 2008 Annual Conference 
 
The current brochure has been reviewed and copies are being prepared at MLA 08. 
 
Goal 4:  Creating and Communicating our Knowledge 
 
Objective:  Promote recommended Dental collection booklist.  Also review future 
maintenance of the booklist as well as the focus of the booklist to see if web based 
digital dental resources (books, databases, point of care products) should be included. 
 
This review is in process. 
 
 



 
EDUCATIONAL MEDIA AND TECHNOLOGY SECTION 

 
 
The Educational Media and Technologies Section (EMTS) has been actively working towards our goals 
and objectives. 
 
Goal 1:  Recruitment, membership and leadership in the profession 
 
Objective 1:  Create a new brochure for the Section 

The Membership Chair will have a new brochure available for the Annual meeting in May. 
 
Goal 2:  Life long learning 
 
Objective 1:  Create interesting and relevant section programming for the Annual Meeting that 
gives Section members a chance to participate 

EMTS is sponsoring one contributed paper session, co-sponsoring one contributed paper session 
and co-sponsoring one invited speakers session at MLA 08.  Topics for the sessions were selected 
based on input from EMTS members and negotiation with other MLA sections.  For the session which 
EMTS is the primary sponsor, abstract reviewers were solicited from all co-sponsoring Sections.  
EMTS also contributed abstract reviewers to the sessions for which EMTS is a co-sponsor. 
 
The session EMTS is the primary sponsor for is “Bridging the Gap with Web 2.0: Connecting with Our 
Community and Ourselves”.  Four papers will be presented.  EMTS is a co-sponsor for “Technologies 
in Teaching” which also has four papers.  Our final co-sponsorship is for an invited panel of speakers 
discussing “Top Technology Trends: Bridge Today, Gone Tomorrow”. 

Objective 2:  Investigate creating an award for EMTS member(s) to help defray the cost of 
attending the Annual Meeting 

An ad hoc committee was formed and was able to determine that EMTS could offer this kind of 
award.  However not much work has progressed.  The ad hoc committee is investigating how 
applicants might be evaluated. 

 
Two additional events EMTS has been involved with that fall under the Life Long Learning Goal: 

• EMTS will participate in the Section Shuffle event.  We are currently planning our booth and how 
we will attract members to our table. 

• EMTS is co-sponsoring a symposium that is being led by the Public Services Section (PSS) at 
MLA 08.  The symposium is called “Not so Dangerous Liaisons”.  It will be about liaison 
programs, and a portion of the symposium will focus on using technology to accomplish liaison 
tasks.  The EMTS Chair has been working with PSS and the other co-sponsors to help plan this 
symposium. 

 
Goal 4:  Creating and communicating our knowledge 
 
Objective 1:  Create a blog for the Section 

The Newsletter Editor set up and is administering our Section blog.  The blog went live in late January 
2008.  The Newsletter Editor worked with Headquarters to set up our Section blog.  Section officers 
can post items to the blog and anyone can comment.  Guidelines have been created for the blog 
based on recommendations from MLA’s Social Networking Software Task Force. 

Objective 2:  Revive the Highly Recommended Instructional Program list in the form of a wiki 
An officer is dedicated to this project and has created the wiki that will contain information about 
recommended instructional programs.  The officer surveyed the membership to collect programs to 
input into the wiki.  Unfortunately she did not receive very many suggestions.  She plans to rework the 
survey and send it out again. 

Objective 3:  Investigate the use of an online survey tool for Section elections 
The Nominating Committee Chair and the Membership Chair worked together run our Section 
Election with Survey Monkey.  We were able to send the survey out and receive votes via Survey 
Monkey.  It was a great success. 

 
Respectfully submitted, 
Melissa De Santis 
Chair, Educational Media and Technology Section 
 



Officers & Committee personnel 2007-2008 
Melissa De Santis (06/07-05/08) Chair 
Rikke Ogawa (06/07-05/08) Chair-Elect/Program Chair 
Judy Spak (06/07-05/09) Secretary/Treasurer 
Cynthia Henderson (06/07-05/08) MLA Nominating Committee Nominee 
Jeanne Burke (06/06-05/08) Section Council Representative 
Mary Piorun (06/07-05/08) Section Council Rep-Elect 
Dave Piper (06/07-05/08 Bylaws 
Jason Baker (06/07-05/08) Membership 
Jim Brucker (06/07-05/08) Newsletter 
Pat Sarchet (06/07-05/08) Recommended Instructional Technologies List 
Barbara Elish (06/07-05/08) Webmaster 
 
 



 

HISTORY OF THE HEALTH SCIENCES SECTION 
 
Goal 1 - Recruitment, Membership, and Leadership in the Profession  
Objective:- Improve services to section members and encourage membership in Section and in 
MLA. 
• The HHS Section participated in the MLA Shuffle and donated money to support the event. 
• The HHS Section membership brochure was revised and distributed at the Section Council 

booth at MLA, Section Shuffle, and posted on the Section website.  
• Label pins with HHS Section Logo were distributed to Section members. 
• An HHS Section representative attended the New Member Breakfast at the 2008 MLA 

Annual Meeting. 
• Membership dues reminder was sent to members in December 2007. 

 
Goal 2 - Life-long Learning 
Objective:- Provide educational opportunities to members of MLA. 
• The HHS Section listserv was used routinely to announce classes and lectures. 
• The HHS Section sponsored a course at the 2008 Annual Meeting: “First do no harm: Basic 

strategies for administering archival materials in health science libraries.” 
 
Objective:- Encourage members to research, write, and present papers and to publish in areas 
related to the history of the health sciences.  
• The HHS Section co-sponsored two contributed/invited papers sessions at the 2008 Annual 

Meeting. 
• An HHS Section representative now holds a permanent position on the Murray Gottlieb 

Prize jury. 
• The HHS Section promoted the Murray Gottlieb Prize by posting information on the several 

listservs, including:  ALHHS-L,  Caduceus-L,  H-Sci-Med-tech, and Exlibris. 
 
Goal 3 - Advocacy 
Objective: Collaborate with other groups to promote history of the health sciences and 
librarianship  
• The HHS Section continued to collaborate with the Oral History Committee to support 

historical documentation of the field of health sciences librarianship. 
• The HHS Section and the African American Medical Library Alliance SIG co-sponsored an 

invited and contributed paper session Opening Doors: The African American Connection 
in Medical Librarianship at the 2008 MLA Annual Meeting in Chicago.  

• The HHS Section, Veterinary Medicine Section, and Mental Health SIG co-sponsored an 
invited and contributed paper session Interconnections: An Interdisciplinary Approach 
to Medical History at the 2008 MLA Annual Meeting in Chicago. 

 
 
Goal 4 – Creating and Communicating our Knowledge 
Objective: Promote and support health information research 
• The HHS Section donated funds to the Donald A. B. Lindberg Research Fellowship 
 
Objective:  Provide for the smooth transfer of duties among section officers and chairs. 
• A successful electronic election was held in January 2008 with 74.5% of section members 

voting. 
• The HHS Section continued to provide online access to the current procedure manual, 

section bylaws listing the duties and responsibilities of the elected officers, and other 
pertinent information on the Section Website  http://www.mla-hhss.org/bylaws.html. 

• Website information on Section Officers and Committee Chairs was updated in timely 
manner. 

 

http://www.mla-hhss.org/bylaws.html


Objective: Improve communication with Section members 
• The HHS Section provided online access to the Fall 2007 and Spring 2008 Incipit, the 

Section newsletter. 
• The HHS Section provided digitized access to 20 past issues of the section newsletter and 

is in the process of digitizing additional issues. 
• The HHS Section Chair, Membership Chair, and listserv Administrator reviewed and revised 

the membership list and the listserv addresses in Fall 2007. 
 
Officers 
Chair: Diane McKenzie 
Chair-Elect: Michael Flannery 
Immediate Past-Chair: Patricia E. Gallagher 
Program Chair: Michael Flannery 
Secretary-Treasurer:  Ed Holtum 
Section Council Representative: Joan Stoddart 
Section Council Representative-Elect:  Patricia E. Gallagher 
Candidate for Nominee to the MLA Nominating Committee: Joan Stoddart 
 
Committee Chairs and Other Positions 
Bylaws Committee:  Suzanne Porter 
Continuing Education Committee: Stephen J. Greenberg 
Listserv Administrator: Cynthia Kahn 
Membership Committee: Anne Maria Frketich 
Murray Gottlieb Prize Representative: Lucretia McClure 
Newsletter Editor: Cynthia Kahn 
Nominating Committee:  Suzanne Porter 
Oral History Committee Liaison: Patricia E. Gallagher 
Webmistress:  Patricia E. Gallagher 
 
This report is informational and requires no action by the Board of Directors. 
 
Submitted by  
Diane McKenzie, Chair 
 

 





 

INTERNATIONAL COOPERATION SECTION  
 

2007-2008 has been an exciting year for the International Cooperation Section (ICS), MLA’s 
primary section for encouraging global collaboration and understanding among members. We 
have exciting new energy in the membership and web development areas. Also, in April 2008 
the members of the Librarians without Borders task force—all of whom are ICS members—
submitted a final report to the MLA Board that reaffirms the important role of the section. 
 
This report briefly highlights activities within ICS over the past year, organized by themes in 
MLA’s strategic plan. 
 
Recruitment, Membership, and Leadership in the Profession 
 
New ICS Membership Chair Mindy Robinson-Paquette has graciously welcomed new members 
of the section. Mindy is also developing a survey to discover why more international members of 
MLA are not members of the International Cooperation Section. 
 
For the first ever “Section Shuffle” to promote section membership at MLA ’08, longtime section 
members Carole Gall and Jie Li will take an active role in promoting ICS. Jie has updated the 
section brochure for this occasion, and we expect to recruit many new members of ICS at this 
event. 
 
Life Long Learning 
 
For the 2008 annual meeting, ICS will co-sponsor a section program with several other sections. 
The theme of the section is particularly relevant to ICS: “Connecting/Bridging: Using 
Law/Libraries and Information Policy to Create Bridges between People across Cultures, 
Discipline, and Economies.” 
 
Advocacy 
 
ICS members are the primary advocates for a strong international orientation within MLA.  The 
Librarians without Borders task force report reaffirms this role, with several specific 
recommendations for strengthening the work of ICS members. 
 
Creating and Communication Our Knowledge 
 
For years ICS members have informally mentored each other about how to conduct 
international work, and also developed more formal programs such as the Sister Library 
initiative.  One of the Librarians without Borders task force recommendations is for ICS 
members to build upon this knowledge through developing a more formalized cadre of mentors 
with different types of expertise. Information would be stored on the ICS web site, allowing for 
easy matching between ICS members with complementary interests and expertise. 
 
 
 
Building a Network of Partners 
 
The entire purpose of ICS is to facilitate and build partnerships. ICS members are leading 
representatives at various health science library conferences each year, and MLA has several 
established bilateral agreements with other library associations.  In addition, ICS members are 
gracious hosts of MLA’s Cunningham fellows. All of these activities will continue for years to 
come. 
 
This report is informational and requires no action by the Board of Directors. 



 
 

MEDICAL LIBRARY EDUCATION SECTION 
 
Goal 1:  Recruitment, Membership and Leadership in the Profession 
 
Section Objective:  To recruit more members and to develop future educational and 
research leaders in the field. 
 
Our webmaster Carol Perryman updated the MLES website. Our chair-elect Michelynn 
McKnight planned two sessions for the 2008 annual meeting. The Section supported 
the Section Shuffle at the Annual Meeting and will participate in the event. Additional 
membership promotion activities were undertaken by the section’s Membership Chair, 
Charles Greenberg. 
 
The following officers were elected: 
 
Ana Cleveland, Chair Elect 
James Andrews, Nominee to the MLA Nominating Committee 
Gale Dutcher, Section Council Representative Elect 
 
Goal 2:  Life Long Learning 
 
Section Objective: Promote and use the recently revised MLA Educational and 
Research Policy Statements to analyze the current curriculum offerings in library and 
information science programs. 
 
One of our sessions at the annual meeting entitled Only Connect: Linking Research to 
Practice will focus on the Research Policy statement and the other on the Educational 
Policy Statement. The Research Policy statement will include an invited paper by 
Michelynn McKnight that examines the curricula of LIS programs in the research area 
as well as several research papers by new entrants to the field. 
 
The other session at the annual meeting entitled Only Connect: Linking Education to 
Practice will include an invited paper by Joanne Marshall that examines the curricula of 
LIS programs in the health sciences and related competencies identified in the policy 
statement. The session will include a respondent panel representing MLA leaders, 
educators and practitioners. 
 
Ellen Detlefsen has contributed a series of articles on education topics to MLA News. 
 
 
Goal  3:  Advocacy 
 
Section Objective:  Promote the educational and research competencies of medical 
library and information professionals. 
 
Our annual meeting activities are planned with the objective of promoting the MLA 
research and educational policy statements and to generate more ideas in which we 
can promote these important documents.  
 
Goal 4:  Creating and Communicating our Knowledge 



 
Section Objective:  To provide a forum for the presentation of high quality educational 
and research papers. The activities described under advocacy also related to creating 
and communicating our knowledge. 
 
Our annual meeting programs includes research papers by new entrants to the field. 
The Section contributed $300 to the Lindberg Research Fellowship to promote research 
that will build our professional knowledge base. 
 
 
Goal 5:  Building a Network of Partners 
 
Section Objective:  To promote the continuing connection of medical librarians with their 
library and information science master’s programs and to enhance the LIS reunion 
organized by MLES at the annual meeting. 
 
MLES has a long standing history of organizing the LIS Reunion at the annual meeting. 
Gale Dutcher is transitioning out of this role after many years of service and Steven 
MacCall is taking over. The Section recommended that Gale Dutcher be sent a letter of 
thanks by MLA for her great contribution in organizing the LIS reunion. Gale will receive 
a letter and also be recognized at the 2008 Business Meeting. The reunion continues to 
be a popular event that reconnects MLA members with their master’s programs, 
promotes networking among MLA members, and reinforces the connection of LIS 
educators to the association. The reunion also supports MLA through the Section’s 
annual communication with the LIS master’s programs and gaining their financial 
support for the reunion. 
 
Steven has worked with MLA HQ to enhance the location, refreshments and other 
support provided for 2008 reunion at the annual meeting. The Section plans to work 
closely with HQ in coming years to monitor the support received for the reunion and to 
make the event better than ever.  
 
MOTION 
 
This report is informational and requires no action by the Board of Directors. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Joanne Gard Marshall, Chair 
Cynthia Vaughn, Past Chair and Chair of the Nominating Committee 
Michelynn McKnight, Chair Elect 
Carol Perryman, Secretary Treasurer and Web Master 
Charles Greenberg, Membership Chair and MLA Membership Committee 
Representative 
Elizabeth LaRue, Section Council Representative 
Steven MacCall, LIS Reunion Organizer 
 
 



 
 
 
NURSING AND ALLIED HEALTH RESOURCES SECTION (NAHRS) 
 
 
Goal 1.  Recruitment, Membership, and Leadership in the Profession 
 
NAHRS committees, task forces, and working groups members were recruited for over 
40 positions.  We are very interested in providing opportunities for members to get 
acquainted with our Section, to network with our current leaders, and in the process 
nurture their leadership qualities for future roles in NAHRS and MLA. 
 
NAHRS will participate in the new Section Council Shuffle to take place at MLA 2008, 
which will promote NAHRS to non-NAHRS attendees at MLA. 
 
The Membership Committee, chaired by Carole Chen, sent welcome letters to 89 new 
members to inform them of benefits of NAHRS membership, and the few members who 
did not renew their membership were encouraged to rejoin the Section. There are 
currently 424 institutional or personal members of NAHRS. 
 
Melody Allison as Chair of the Nominating Committee announced the following election 
results for 2008-9: Holly Hubenschmidt, Chair-Elect/ Program Chair, Sheila Hofstetter, 
Treasurer, and Warren G. Hawkes, potential candidate for the MLA Nominating 
Committee. The ballots were distributed by email in early January to meet the MLA 
deadline. 
 
Goal 2.  Lifelong Learning 
 
NAHRS Program Chair and Chair-Elect, David A. Nolfi, has arranged for NAHRS to be 
primary sponsor for two MLA Annual Meeting 2008 programs:  Connecting Libraries to 
Organizational Mission: Using Assessment to Strengthen the Library’s Institutional Role 
(invited papers) and Connecting Libraries, Nurses, and Accreditation/Credentialing 
Organizations to Improve Patient Care (contributed papers and dramatized trial).  In 
addition, NAHRS is co-sponsoring the following programs: The Role of Health Sciences 
Libraries in Applying Web 2.0 Technologies and Their Uses in Clinical and Public Health 
Practice and Instruction  (contributed papers) and Bridging the Gap with Web 2.0: 
Connecting with Our Community and Ourselves (contributed papers).Other NAHRS 
events at the MLA Annual Meeting include: 
   NAHRS Executive Board Meeting, May 19, 2009, 7-9am, Hyatt Regency, Field 
Room   

NAHRS Business Meeting, May 19, 2008, 4:30-6pm, Hyatt Regency, Hong Kong 
Room 

NAHRS Informal Dinner, May 19, 2008, 7pm, Weber Grill Restaurant  
 
Brooke Billman, Continuing Education Chair, and her Committee have created a survey 
to conduct a needs assessment for those interested in taking CE courses. The survey 
will be administered shortly after the Web Committee survey analysis is completed and 
results are distributed to the membership. 
 
Goal 3.  Advocacy 
 



The MLA and ALA web sites, the MLA News, and the MEDLIB-L, GMR/NNLM, STS-L, 
and ALAWHON discussion lists were monitored by Mary K. Taylor, NAHRS 
Governmental Relations Committee Chair. Thirty-nine messages containing news and 
action alerts from these sources as well as from MLA's Government Relations 
Committee were disseminated to the membership via the NAHRS discussion list. 
NAHRS members were informed in time to contact their elected representatives if 
desired about issues relating to librarianship, including the closure of the EPA libraries, 
the NIH/NLM budget, the FAIR USE act, and public access to NIH-funded research via 
mandatory deposition of articles in PubMed Central.  An article about the EPA libraries 
closure was written by a Committee member and published in the NAHRS Newsletter: 
Metzger M. Will the EPA libraries reopen? NAHRS: Nursing and Allied Health 
Resources Section 2007 Dec; 27(4):1.  
  
Goal 4.  Creating and Communicating our Knowledge 
 
Danielle Carlock and Lin Wu were appointed Web Committee co-chairs and in August 
2007 they migrated the NAHRS website from Kent State University to the MLANET site 
(http://nahrs.mlanet.org).  The Web Committee created a survey to gain member input 
on ways to make the NAHRS website more useful to members. With MLA assistance, 
this survey was sent out to members on January 14, 2008 and was also linked from the 
NAHRS homepage. Results of the survey showed: although a best practices repository 
was the most enthusiastically received project, it was deemed to be redundant with 
MLA’s CORE project and it would be better to encourage NAHRS members to 
contribute to CORE; an overwhelming sentiment to keep the NAHRS listserv rather than 
convert to a blog;  moderately strong support for an interactive member directory (the 
Web Committee is currently exploring technologies that would be suitable for an 
interactive member directory); and 16% of respondents’ institutions either fully or 
partially block access to blogs, wikis, and other social networking sites. 
 
The Archives Committee under Wanda Anderson’s leadership is progressing in the 
accomplishment of its goals - archiving the electronic information generated by NAHRS.  
They are updating an inventory of print and electronic documents and then plan to link it 
from the NAHRS webpage so it is accessible to the members. An historical scrapbook 
was started last year and digitization is being considered.  The NAHRS Archives are 
housed at the John J. Burns Library of Rare Books ad Special Collections at Boston 
College, Chestnut Hill, MA. 
 
Margaret (Peg) Allen, Research Committee chair and co-chair of the Task Force on 
Mapping the Nursing Literature, reported that an informal mapping the nursing and 
allied health literature meeting was held at MLA 2007 with approximately twelve 
attendees and resulted in three individuals added to mapping research projects.  New 
nursing/allied health databases are being monitored and the Mapping the Literature of 
Nursing project protocol is still under review due to new database developments and a 
UK connection.  The Research Committee is looking at the best way to disseminate 
mapping study research to the nursing community.   Discussions are in progress to 
propose a new topic for the Online Journal of Issues in Nursing on the evolution of 
scholarly nursing journals and professional organizations, with authors to be recruited 
from NAHRS and nursing editors. The nursing mapping research was presented by 
NAHRS members to the Annual Conference of the International Academy of Nursing 
Editors (INANE) in Las Vegas, NV, August 1, 2007:  Susan K. Jacobs, Margaret (Peg) 
Allen, and Mary K. Taylor, Cores, Peels, and Scatter: Evaluating Citation Patterns in the 
Nursing Literature [http://www.pegallen.net/INANE.pps].  NAHRS paid for registration, 

http://nahrs.mlanet.org/
http://www.pegallen.net/INANE.pps


with Jacobs and Taylor presenting.  The Research Committee is also reviewing NAHRS 
and ICIRN activities relating to nursing accreditation for the past fifty years, along with 
standards from other accrediting bodies, such as the National League for Nursing, and 
is monitoring the TIGER initiative on nursing informatic competencies.  
 
Susan Kaplan Jacobs and Ysabel Bertolucci, NAHRS members who are the MLA 
representatives to ICIRN (Interagency Council on Information Resources in Nursing), 
edited the 24th edition of the Essential Nursing Resources (ENR, formerly Essential 
Nursing References) published in: Nursing Education Perspectives 2007 Sep-
Oct;28(5):276-285. The list was compiled from the contributions of  representatives from 
ICIRN member agencies, some of whom are also NAHRS members. Open access PDF 
version:   http://nln.allenpress.com/pdfserv/i1536-5026-028-05-0276.pdf   Open access 
HTML version:  http://homepages.nyu.edu/~skj1/essentialnursingresources2007.html  
The ICIRN Essential Nursing Resources Committee is implementing a new review 
process for updating the biennial list, which will provide more varied input and peer-
review to the resource. There are plans to continuously update links to the html version 
and revise subject areas between publication of editions. A brief survey available at: 
http://tinyurl.com/2l4qdn was developed to obtain information concerning who is using 
the list and for what purpose.  The results will be used to inform future lists. For more 
information about ICIRN, visit http://www.icirn.org     ICIRN also wishes to explore a 
partnership arrangement with NAHRS to collaborate on future editions of ENR.  Initial 
discussion to determine interest will take place at the 2008 MLA Annual Meeting.  Plans 
were also discussed to update the 2005 information literacy survey supported by ICIRN: 
Pravikoff, DS, Tanner AB, Pierce ST. Readiness of U.S. nurses for evidence-based 
practice. American Journal of Nursing 2005 Sep;105(9), 40-52.  
 
The NAHRS Newsletter was published four times in 2007 and once in 2008. Among the 
interesting contributions from members were Journal Characteristics & Selection 
Criteria for Key Lists by Margaret (Peg) Allen, Thomson ISI Announces Added Nursing 
Journal Titles in Web of Science by Susan Kaplan Jacobs and Using the PubMed 
Outside Tool to Connect Users to Full Text by David Nolfi.  The “Author! Author!” feature 
in the NAHRS Newsletter highlights publications written by NAHRS members in the 
nursing, allied health, and library literature.  
 
Bylaws and a Section Manual are important ways that we communicate knowledge to 
NAHRS  members and leaders – knowledge needed to conduct our business and 
activities according to approved standards.  Melody Allison, Chair of the Policy and 
Procedure Manual Revision / Bylaws Synchronization Task Force, and her Committee 
undertook a complete review and analysis of the Section Manual and the NAHRS 
Bylaws to bring synchrony between the two documents. Warren Hawkes, chair of the 
Bylaws Committee, reports that as a result of the review as well as potential major 
changes to the composition of the MLA Section Council, bylaws changes will need to be 
discussed next year.   
The NAHRS Task Force to Create Standards for Nursing Information Resources and 
Services in Healthcare Settings, chaired by Pamela Sherwill and  Deborah Lauseng, 
was created to do an environmental scan of specific criteria that is used by nursing 
accrediting and other recognition bodies, and make specific recommendations for 
standards that might be useful to such bodies.  The Task Force conducted their thirteen 
question Magnet hospital survey in July 2007 to determine what databases, journals, 
ejournals, and library services were available to nurses in Magnet hospitals.  The 
response rate was high (76.5%).   A preliminary report with standards recommendations 

http://nln.allenpress.com/pdfserv/i1536-5026-028-05-0276.pdf
http://homepages.nyu.edu/~skj1/essentialnursingresources2007.html
http://tinyurl.com/2l4qdn
http://www.icirn.org/


was submitted for the 2008 mid-year MLA Board meeting, so that MLA could share 
results with the ANCC Magnet program in time for their 2008 manual revision, which 
resulted in a positive response.  Task Force members are reviewing the results and 
recommendations for the final Task Force report.  The current survey report is posted at 
http://nahrs.mlanet.org/activity/mapping/research/index.html, along with a poster 
presentation to the Florida Magnet Conference. The final survey report and Task Force 
recommendations based on survey results will be shared with the MLA Board at their 
May 2008 meeting and included in paper presentations at MLA which will be presented  
as part of the NAHRS contributed paper session, Connecting Librarians, Nurses, and 
Accreditation/Credentialing Organizations to Improve Patient Care at the MLA Annual 
2008 Meeting.  This report will complete the charge of the Task Force, and it will be 
replaced by a new Standards Committee for Nursing and Allied Health which was 
authorized by the NAHRS Executive Board and approved by NAHRS members at the 
NAHRS Business meeting in 2007. This Committee’s charge is broadened to include 
allied health as well as nursing for the creation of standards and competencies, 
updating and revision of current standards as needed and also broadens the setting 
from healthcare to academic and other settings.  In addition, the MLA Board and HLS 
appointed Diane Rourke, Task Force member, to go to the 2007 National Magnet 
Conference representing MLA, HLS, and NAHRS.  Her proposal, Next Stop in the 
Magnet Journey: The Hospital Library, was accepted for presentation at the 2008 ANCC 
National Magnet Conference.  
The Strategic Planning Committee with Melody Allison, Chair, is planning a membership 
survey to gather input about future directions for NAHRS.   
A project to review the state of evidence-based practice in nursing and various allied 
health professions which was started over two years ago and endorsed by NAHRS has 
culminated in a special review paper published in JMLA:  Kronenfeld M et al. Review for 
librarians of evidenced-based practice in nursing and the allied health professions in the 
United States. J Med Libr Assoc 2007 Oct;95(4):394-407.  
 
Goal 5.  Building a Network of Partners 
 
David A. Nolfi, Program Chair and Chair-Elect, partnered with other sections and SIGS 
in planning the NAHRS 2008 Section programs which builds and solidifies a network of 
partners in MLA. [Goal 2]. 
 
Janet G. Schnall, as Chair of NAHRS, was a member of the Section Council 
Composition Review Task Force and worked this year with the Task Force to make 
recommendations to the MLA Board on the composition and function of Section 
Council.   
 
Also see collaborative NAHRS work with ICIRN. [Goal 4]. 
 
MOTION 
This report is informational and requires no action by the Board of Directors 
 
 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Janet G. Schnall, AHIP 
Chair, 2007-2008 
 
 

http://nahrs.mlanet.org/activity/mapping/research/index.html


 
Officers 
Chair: Janet G. Schnall 
Chair-Elect and Program Chair: David A. Nolfi 
Immediate Past Chair: Melody Allison 
Secretary: Keydi Boss 
Treasurer: Sheila Hofstetter 
Section Council Representative: Judy Burnham 
Section Council Representative Elect: Pamela Sherwill 
 
Committee Chairs 
Archives: Wanda E. Anderson 
Bylaws: Warren Hawkes 
Continuing Education: Brooke Billman 
Governmental Relations: Mary K. Taylor  

Honors: Carolyn M. Brown 
Membership: Carole Chen 
MLA ICIRN Representatives: Ysabel Bertolucci and Susan Jacobs 
MLA Nominating Committee (NAHRS candidate): Warren Hawkes 

Newsletter: June R. Levy 

Nominating: Melody Allison 

Research: Margaret (Peg) Allen 

Strategic Planning: Melody Allison 

Web Site: Danielle M. Carlock and Lin Wu 

 

Task Force Chairs 

Policy and Procedure Manual Revision / Bylaws Synchronization Task Force:  Melody 
Allison 

Task Force on Mapping the Literature of Allied Health:  Barbara F. Schloman 

Task Force on Mapping the Literature of Nursing: Margaret (Peg) Allen 
Task Force to Create Standards for Nursing Information Resources and Services in 
Healthcare  

Settings: Deborah Lauseng and Pamela Sherwill 
 
 
 
 
MLA PHARMACY AND DRUG INFORMATION
Annual Report 2007-2008 
 
 
 



Members elected new officers: 
 
Chair-elect:  Christina Seeger, CPhT, MLS 
Visiting Assistant Professor and College of Pharmacy Liaison at the Medical Sciences Libraries, 
Texas A&M University 
Potential Candidate for the MLA Nominating Committee: 
Amy Knehans, MLIS, AHIP, Pharmacy/Health Sciences Librarian at the Edwin H. Mookini 
Library. 
University of Hawai'i at Hilo 
 
Members of the Pharmacy and Drug Information Section worked to meet the following 
section objectives 
 
Objective:  To sponsor an expert speaker for the 2008 EMBASE.com lecture on a topic 
important to the field of pharmacy and drug information.  
 
Embase.com Lecture:  Bring Medication Therapy Management (MTM) Into Focus 
Invited Speaker: Linda M. Strand, Pharm.D., Ph.D.,D.Sc.(Hon), Distinguished Professor, 
University of Minnesota, College of Pharmacy will be presenting this year’s EMBASE.com 
lecture.  The topic of medication therapy management is really important in pharmacy now and 
this is an opportunity for members to learn more about this issue.  Following the presentation, 
several PDI Section members will take Ms. Strand out for dinner to continue the discussion. 

 
Objective:  To promote, advertise, and increase membership in the PDI Section 
 
Jonathan Koffel has been planning the section’s participation in the MLA Section Shuffle. 
 
The section is continuing a 3-year pilot project to provide a $1,000 stipend to the Section’s 
Chair-elect/program planner and a $250 stipend to the Section Council Representative.  This is 
to encourage participation and acknowledge the contributions and efforts made by these 
individuals to make sure that section members are represented within MLA and that the MLA 
annual meeting is an enriching experience for them. 
 
A  PDI Alert Newsletter was distributed and is posted on the PDI Section Web page.  The 
newsletter describes activities of the section. 
http://www.pdi.mlanet.org/pdialert.pdf
 
 
Objective:  To further develop relationships with the American Association Colleges of 
Pharmacy (AACP) Libraries and Educational Resources (L/ER) section and promote the 
importance of pharmacy librarians in all types of settings 
 
Section members of both groups continue to communicate through the pharm-lib list on issues 
pertaining to pharmacy resources and issues related to MLA/PDI and AACP/L-ER Section 
activities.   Members also provide information to librarians at new schools of pharmacy 
regarding professional organizations (MLA and AACP) and important resources within 
pharmacy. 
 
Objective: Continue to sponsor joint sessions with other MLA Sections at the annual 
meeting. 
 
Ruiling Gao, our chair-elect, has planned a collaborative session with the Chiropractic Libraries 
Section and the Complementary and Alternative Medicine SIG. 
Session:  Bridging the Communication Gap Between Patients and Physicians/Practitioners 
First Invited Speaker Presentation: Health Literacy: Helping Healthcare Providers Help Patients 
Understand. 

http://www.pdi.mlanet.org/pdialert.pdf


Invited Speaker: Mark V. Williams, MD, FACP, Professor of Medicine; Chief, Division of Hospital 
Medicine, Feinberg School of Medicine, Northwestern University 
 
Second Invited Speaker Presentation: Is there a way for practitioners to provide evidence-based 
information on herbal medicine to patients? 
Invited Speaker: Norman R. Farnsworth, Ph.D., Research Professor,Department of Medicinal 
Chemistry and Pharmacognosy, Director, Program for Collaborative Research in the 
Pharmaceutical Sciences, University of Illinois at Chicago, College of Pharmacy 
 
Objective: To communicate news about the section and pharmacy information to 
members and others interested in pharmaceutical information 
 
Gerri Wanserski and Sharon Giovenale “tweaked” the PDI Web site to make it easier to people 
to get information about our Section.  We also added a link to the most recent PDI Newsletter 
from the front page of the Web site so it is more visible.  
 
 
Section Officers and Committee Chairs: 
 
Chair:  Gerri Wanserski 
Chair-Elect:  Ruiling Guo 
Secretary/Treasurer:  Susan McGuinness 
Section Council Representative:  Marilyn H. Steinberg 
Section Council Representative Elect: Pat McNary 
Web Site Manager:  Sharon Giovenale 
Bylaws Committee Chair:  Priscilla Stephenson 
Nominating Committee Chair:  Amy Knehans 
Governmental Relations Committee Chair:  Vee M. Kwon 
Membership Chair:  Amy Knehans 
Liaison to the Amer. Assoc. of Colleges of Pharmacy/Lib & Ed Resources Section: Gerri 
Wanserski 
 
 
Submitted by:  Gerri Wanserski, Chair 
 



 
 

PUBLIC HEALTH/HEALTH ADMINISTRATION SECTION 
 
 

Recruitment, Membership, and Leadership in the Profession 
 
The PH/HA Client Relations Committee, chaired by Nancy Schaefer, solicited applications for 
the annual Sewell Stipend to fund librarian/information professional attendance at the annual 
meeting of the American Public Health Association. Seven librarians were awarded stipends 
and attended the conference in Washington, D.C in November 2007. 
 
Immediate past-chair Marcus Banks chaired the section Nominating Committee that recruited 
and developed a slate of candidates for 2008-2009 section officers. Elections were completed in 
February 2008. Newly elected officers are: 
 

• Chair-Elect: Mellanye Lackey 
 

• Secretary-Treasurer: Alison Aldrich 
 

• Membership Chair: Helena VonVille 
 
PH/HA gained 46 members during 2007. 
 
Life Long Learning 
 
Chair-elect Christine Marton developed the 2008 Section Program “The Role of Health Sciences 
Librarians in Applying Web 2.0 Technologies and Their Uses in Clinical and Public Health 
Practice and Instruction”. The details of the program have been finalized and posted to the 
section Web site at http://phha.mlanet.org/annualmeeting.html
 
Advocacy 
 
No specific section goals were identified for 2007-2008. 
 
Creating and Communicating our Knowledge 
 
PH/HA formed a Cool Web Things Task Force to investigate the use of Web 2.0 technologies, 
especially as it relates to section communication. “New avenues for communication” was 
identified as an association goal by MLA President Mark Funk. The blog/newsletter conversion 
team has recommended the current newsletter, published three times a year, be converted to a 
blog. Additional work continues on creating an instant messaging (IM) directory of section 
members and establishing a del.icio.us account to share Web links among section members. 
 
PH/HA has an active Research Award Review Committee that solicited applications for the 
annual $400 award for the best research project related to public health/health administration. 
This year’s award will be presented to Kris Alpi and Mary Adams for their work on “Mapping the 
Literature of Public Health and Community Nursing.” 
 
Work on the third version of the PH/HA Core Public Journal Project is nearing completion. The 
final list will be released at the PH/HA section business meeting at the MLA annual meeting in 
Chicago, May 2008. 
 
Building a Network of Partners 
 

http://phha.mlanet.org/annualmeeting.html


The Cool Web Things Task Force has determined it will look at ways to identify Web 2.0 
projects libraries are working on with public health professionals/students. 
 
2008 Section Program was organized in cooperation with the MLA Dental Section, Health 
Association Libraries Section, Nursing and Allied Health Resources Section, and Libraries in 
Curriculum SIG. 
 
Section member Kris Alpi continues to serve as a representative from MLA and PH/HA to the 
Partners in Information Access for the Public Health Workforce (http://www.phpartners.org). 
 
 

MOTION 
This report is informational and requires no action by the Board of Directors. 

 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Lisa Wallis, Chair 
Christine Marton, Chair-Elect 
Marcus Banks, Immediate Past Chair 
Kay Deeney, Secretary/Treasurer 
Helen Look, Section Council Representative and Archivist 
Melissa Rethlefsen, Section Council Representative-Elect 
Nancy Shaefer and Joey Nicholson, Client Relations Committee Co-Chair 
Mellanye Lackey, Membership Chair 
Linda Spitzer, Newsletter Editor 
Alison Bobal, Web Committee Chair 
Teresa Hartman, Continuing Education Chair 
 



 
 

PUBLIC SERVICES SECTION 
 

 
Goal 1: Recruitment, Membership, and Leadership in the Profession 

1. A call went out for a new Information/Web Manager for the PSS section.  The basic job 
description for the position was revised.  One person indicated their interest and was 
referred to the current Web Manager, Erika Sevetson. 

2. A call went out for candidates for PSS officers in January 2008.  The slate of officers 
was posted on the PSS discussion list and elections were held via e-mail.   

 
Goal 2: Life Long Learning 

1. A brainstorming session was held at the 2007 PSS Business Meeting to generate 
possible topics for section programming for the 2008 Chicago meeting.  Prior to the 
Philadelphia meeting, a call for suggestions was sent to the section membership, to 
provide opportunities for input to those not attending the meeting.  PSS will be the 
primary sponsor for “Liaisons: Our Live Links to Users.” It will co-sponsor with the 
Technical Services, Collection Development, and Leadership & Management Sections a 
contributed papers session titled “Connecting to New Roles.  Additionally, PSS, the 
Veterinary Medical Libraries, International Cooperation Sections, Lesbian, Gay, 
Bisexual, and Transgendered Health Science Librarians and Outreach SIGs will co-
sponsor “Connecting/Bridging: Using Law/Libraries and Information Policy to Create 
Bridges between People across Cultures, Disciplines, and Economies and to Erase 
Disparities between These in the Future,” also a contributed papers session. 

2. A call went out to the PSS membership to invite them to both attend and submit papers 
to sponsored/co-sponsored sessions. 

3. PSS members active in planning the symposium for the 2008 Annual Meeting, “Not-So-
Dangerous Liaisons: Best Practices for Library Liaison Work,” met in Philadelphia to 
discuss the proposal that was submitted. 

4. Planning for the Chicago meeting symposium continued both via e-mail and conference 
call.  The slate of presentations was refined and discussions about financial issues were 
held.  Along with PSS, the symposium is being co-sponsored by the Public 
Health/Health Administration and Educational Media & Technologies Sections. 

 
Goal 4: Creating and Communicating our Knowledge 

1. Relevant MLA announcements are routinely posted to the PSS discussion list. 
2. Relevant MLA announcements are routinely posted to the PSS discussion list. 
3. PSS will co-sponsor contributed paper sessions as previously described. 

 
Goal 5: Building a Network of Partners 

1. PSS is partnering with the Technical Services, Collection Development, Veterinary 
Medical Libraries, Public Health/Health Administration, Educational Media & 
Technologies, and International Cooperation Sections, as well as the Lesbian, Gay, 
Bisexual, and Transgendered Health Sciences Librarians and Outreach SIGs at the 
2008 Annual Meeting to be held in May 2008 in Chicago, IL. 

2. The PSS Business Meeting will be held on at the Annual Meeting in Chicago, IL.  As part 
of the meeting, there will be a brainstorming session on relevant topics for sponsored 
session programming at the 2009 Annual Meeting.   

3. PSS will participate in the Section Shuffle at the 2008 Annual Meeting.  This event will 
be held from 6:00pm – 7:00pm on Sunday, May 18th. 

 
 

 
Respectfully Submitted, 
 



Roberta Bronson Fitzpatrick 
Past Chair, Public Services Section 
 



 
MLA RELEVANT ISSUES SECTION – ANNUAL REPORT 2007-2008 

 
Goal 1: Recruitment, Membership & Leadership in the Profession 
Relevant Issues continues to have a fairly small but stable and close-knit membership. New 
members are welcomed informally but enthusiastically. The section held an election this year 
on time and on budget, results are listed below. We will be participating in the first Section 
Shuffle event at the 2008 Annual Meeting in Chicago in hopes of reaching out to new 
members. 
Goal 2: Lifelong Learning 
Relevant Issues will be co-sponsoring a session at the 2008 Annual Meeting called Bridging the 
Gap with Web 2.0: Connecting with Our Community and Ourselves (the Educational Media & 
Technologies Section is the lead sponsor) dealing with real world successes in the use of social 
media and technologies. We are the primary sponsors of the program Health Disparities: 
Chasm, Gap, or Bridge (Consumer and Patient Health Information Section, Hospital Libraries 
Section; Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, and Transgender Health Science Librarians SIG; African 
American Medical Librarians Alliance SIG; Outreach SIG; Chiropractic SIG are all co-sponsors). 
The invited speaker for the program is John Ruffin, director of the National Center on 
Minority Health and Health Disparities. 
Goal 3: Advocacy 
Relevant Issues continues to deal with information advocacy issues in its section 
programming. 2007 programming dealt with library-vendor relations and underserved 
populations. 2008 programming deals with health disparities and technology tools which help 
bridge gaps in health information for all populations. 
Goal 4: Creating and Communicating our Knowledge 
Relevant Issues has created a blog for discussions on topical issues within the Section and 
larger health information community. We continue to use MLA provided web hosting for our 
section website and email lists. We have a new webmaster and plan to update the site with 
more information and ties to the blog. We have a promotional brochure available for 
interested parties. We also contributed to the Lindberg Research Fellowship Endowment to 
encourage health sciences research. 
Goal 5: Building a Network of Partners 
Relevant Issues members continue to have an influence on the profession and others via 
presentations and workshops and the like. While less formal in nature these ad hoc networks 
fit well into the emerging Web 2.0 world, where networks of interested parties emerge at the 
point of need.  
MLA 2006/2007 Priorities 
The same activities and expertise that allow Relevant Issues members to work in ad hoc 
networks fit well with the idea of new roles and new frontiers for MLA members to explore, 
particularly in emerging technology trends. 
Other/Administrative 
After a long delay Relevant Issues has updated their bylaws to fit with the MLA Model Bylaws 
and gotten approval from the MLA Bylaws committee. We will vote to adopt them ASAP. 
Motion 
This report is informational and requires no action by the Board of Directors 
Relevant Issues Board – 2008 Election Results 
Chair Elect: J. Dale Prince 
Secretary/Treasurer: Alan Williams 
Chair: Cynthia Henderson (2008-2009) 
Past Chair: Allan Barclay (2007-2008) 
Section Council Representative: Irene Lubker 
 



 
RESEARCH SECTION 

 
 

The following is a report to date as of May 1, 2008 of section activities which have addressed the 
following MLA Strategic Plan Goals and Objectives: 
 
Goal 1: Recruitment, Membership and Leadership in the Profession 
The Research Section Awards Committee presents awards to recognize quality research-oriented 
contributed papers and posters at the MLA Annual Meeting. Cash awards of $100 for 1st Place and $50 
for 2nd Place, as well as certificates, are presented to the winners. At MLA’08 to be held in Chicago, IL, 
the Research Section judges will evaluate potential research papers and posters. The submissions this 
year once again include a substantial number of quality entries authored by library science students. The 
Research Award results will be published in the MLA News, Hypothesis, The Journal of the Research 
Section, as well as to the JMLA Editor.  
A task force will be formed at the 2008 annual business meeting to develop a Research Section mentor 
program that will be integrated into the MLA Mentor Program, will identify a list of research mentors to add 
to the MLA Mentor database; and will publicize and recognize research mentors in the Research Section. 
The Research Section is also sponsoring a special Research Connection event at the MLA’08 business 
meeting which will partner research mentors from the Section with MLA members who need help and 
advice with their research projects or wish to start or collaborate on new research projects. 
 
Diane Cooper, Elaine Powers, and Gale Oren employed a Web 2.0 wiki to plan our MLA’08 Section 
Shuffle using a Sherlock Holmes mystery “use research to search for answers” theme. 
 
Section members will vote at the Research Section’s Business Meeting to accept the Section’s By-laws 
which were substantially revised to be in compliance with the MLA By-laws  
 
Past Chairs and the current Chair of the Research Section will be recognized at the 2008 Research 
Section business meeting and on the Research Section web site. All Past Chairs were identified and 
invited to the Business Meeting. Certificates will be sent to Past Chairs who cannot attend the Meeting 
 
Strategic Plan: 
a. aggressively promote health sciences librarianship. 
c. promote mentorship and leadership opportunities … 
2007-2008 Priorities: Connecting to Ourselves:  
2. revitalize MLANET. 
5: investigate methods to make it easier for members to share their research using MLANET. 
 
Goal 2: Life Long Learning 
The following Research Section programs/events will be presented at MLA’08. These sessions were 
advertised in the February issue of the MLA News, the Research Section web page, and the Section 
listserv. In addition, information concerning the invited paper session (Developing a Research Culture in 
Your Organization) was posted on the NPC blog. 

 
Research Collaborations: Bridges With Impact: Contributed paper session. Papers will 
showcase successful library research collaborations with web developers, residents, grant-related 
committees, animal use committees, multidisciplinary teams; administrators, and rehabilitation 
professionals. 
 
Developing a Research Culture in Your Organization: Invited paper session. This session will 
consist of papers by invited speakers which will show examples of how various stakeholders are 
enabling library staff to routinely apply research and assessment in decision-making. Various issues 
will be addressed such as administrative support, training, and funding. 
 
"Research Connection." The Research Section for the first time will sponsor an informal 1-hour 
meeting that will be a great opportunity for all MLA members interested in research to network with 
Research Section members, learn more about Research Section activities, the new MLA Research 
Policy, and to get practical advice and assistance with their own research questions. 
 
Only Connect: Research to Practice  
This session, jointly sponsored by the Research Section and the Medical Library Education Section, 



will feature library student research papers along with one invited paper that will describe survey 
results of research courses offered in graduate library schools. 
 

Strategic Plan:  
a: extend the range of educational programs available for health sciences librarians … 
b: expand the market for its education programs to include other librarians, students, health 
professionals, and the public to promote access and use of quality health information 
c. enhance its health information education programs' content and delivery methods … 
d: seek partnerships with other organizations and institutions such as graduate schools of library and 
information science 
2007-2008 Priorities:   
Connecting to Ourselves: c. Emphasize to our members the importance of educational and research 
activities that promote the “bottom line” value of the health sciences librarian. Connecting to Others:  

1: Expand recruitment efforts by concentrating on college students in the popular new health sciences 
major. Work with schools of library and information science in reaching out to these programs. 

2: Increase and share the evidence indicating that health information leads to better patient health 
outcomes, better compliance, and increased patient satisfaction. 
 
Goal 3: Advocacy 
The RS Government Relations Liaison has kept the Section membership informed/encouraged to support 
pending government legislation affecting research or access to knowledge. These bills have ranged from 
NIH/NLM funding to a recently passed bill requiring all investigators funded by NIH to submit an electronic 
version of their final, peer-reviewed manuscripts to NLM's PubMed Central within 12 months of 
publication acceptance. 
 
Strategic Plan: 
a. be a leading advocate for professional concerns of health information experts in our society 
d. serve as a leading advocate for unrestricted, affordable, and permanent access for all to quality health 
information and scientific communication that improves health. 
2007-2008 Priorities: Connecting to Others: 2: Increase and share the evidence indicating that health 
information leads to better patient health outcomes, better compliance, and increased patient satisfaction  
 
Goal 4: Creating and Communicating our Knowledge 
Some of the Research Section’s most important work this year has been in directly supporting the MLA 
Research Policy Task Force’s efforts to promote and implement the “The Research Policy Statement of 
the Medical Library Association.” The former Evidence Based Librarianship Implementation Committee 
was reengineered between May 2007 and January 2008 to provide a mechanism for articulating the 
research priorities for our profession. This newly purposed Research Agenda Committee, in accordance 
with its new charge, will facilitate the “the identification, formulation, refinement, categorization, and 
prioritization of the most important, answerable research questions facing MLA.” This Committee will 
accomplish this charge by coordinating “the generation of research questions by polling MLA leaders (i.e., 
all elected MLA officers at the association-wide, chapter, and section levels as well as colleagues 
appointed to serve on committees) on an annual basis.” The Research Agenda Committee will implement 
a 15-step research and communication protocol on an annual basis. A detailed written Protocol was 
approved by the Research Chair and Incoming Chair and sent to the MLA Research Policy Task Force in 
January 2008.  
 
In August 2007 the Incoming/Program Chair requested that MLA’s online abstract review tool (OASIS) 
permit poster and paper authors to designate if their submissions were “research.” The RS Section 
Council Representative as well as the National Program Committee representative confirmed that these 
research designations were active on the Oasis site for the 2007 submission process-- a research field 
was included on the 'Additional' page (under Submission Steps) for all 3 types of abstracts.. The Incoming 
Chair also requested that the Research Awards Chair be notified when the research papers, posters, and 
student abstracts were available for assessment by the judges and suggested that all research papers 
and posters (including student research papers) be highlighted in the MLA program. 
Strategic Plan: 
a: promote and support health information research and evidence-based librarianship. 
b: support the collection and use of data for assessment and quality improvement … 
c: use, and support members’ use of advanced information technologies … 
2007-2008 Priorities: Connecting to Ourselves:  



a (5). Investigate methods to make it easier for members to share their research … using MLANET. 
c. Complete the initiatives redefining and updating our education and research agendas. 
 
5) Building a Network of Partners 
The RS International Research Collaboration Committee serves as an official link between the MLA 
Research Section and the International Program Committee of the biannual International Evidence Based 
Library and Information Practice conferences. The MLA Research Section co-sponsored the 2nd 
international conference held in 2003 in Edmonton, Alberta with $1,000 in “seed money” that became the 
principal for funding future international conferences in Brisbane, Queensland, Australia in 2005 and 
Durham, NC in 2007. This committee has been working with the conference’s International Program 
Committee to plan for and co-sponsor the 2009 International Evidence Based Library & Information 
Practice Conference to be held June 29-July 3, 2009 in Stockholm, Sweden. Please refer to the 
conference website for additional details as they become established: http://blogs.kib.ki.se/eblip5. 

Strategic Plan: 

a. seek local, regional, national and international partnerships … 

b. support the information needs of individuals providing health information services to the public; 

c. work to develop international connections that support access to quality information … 

2007-2008 Priorities: Connecting to Others: 2: Increase and share the evidence that health information leads 
to better patient health outcomes, better compliance, and increased patient satisfaction. 

 

MOTION 

 

 This report is informational and requires no action by the Board of Directors. 

 

Section Officers and Committee Chairs:  

 

Chair-Elect: Susan Lessick  
Immediate Past Chair: Mary Jackson  
Section Council Representative: Mary Holcomb 
Alt. Section Council Representative: (to be elected Feb 2008)  
Secretary/Treasurer: Gale Oren  
Hypothesis Editor: Priscilla Stephenson 
Web Site Editor: Allan R Barclay  
Awards Committee Chair: Carol Gilbert  
Bylaws Committee Chair: Peggy Mullaly-Quijas  
Continuing Education Committee Chair: Claire Twose  
Governmental Relations Liaison: Ophelia Morey  
International Research Collaboration Committee Chair: Jon Eldredge 
Membership Committee Chair: Diane Cooper  
Nominating Committee Chair: (see Immediate Past Chair)r 
Practice Guidelines Advisory Committee Chair: Dawn Littleton  
Program Chair: (see Chair-Elect)  
Research Agenda Committee: Jon Eldredge 

Research Resources Committee Chair: Leslie Behm  
Section Nominee to the MLA Nominating Committee: Francesca (Fran) Allegri  

http://blogs.kib.ki.se/eblip5


Respectfully submitted Martha R. (Molly) Harris, Chair 2007-2008 
 
 



 

TECHNICAL SERVICES SECTION  

 
Goal 1:  Recruitment, Membership and Leadership in the Profession 

 
Section objectives are: 1) continue recruitment and retention efforts by participating in MLA promotion 
activities and making sure that a career path in technical services receives attention in those promotional 
activities, 2) participate in any new avenues of communication offered by MLA to connect with potential 
and current Technical Services Section members, and 3) identify members who can be leaders for the 
Section and its committees. 

As of December 7, 2007, there were 128 members.  The Membership Committee (Lisa Palmer, Chair, 
and Cliff Bushin and Mary Holcomb) sent emails to Section members who did not renew in 2007.  The 
Section will be participating in the Section Shuffle in May 2008 to promote the section and its activities.  
The TSS Nominating Committee (Jan Cox, Chair, Valerie Gordon, and Erica Powell) developed a slate of 
candidates for the election of officers for 2008/2009 and conducted elections.  Winners were: Chamya 
Kincy (ckincy@library.ucla.edu) for Section Chair-Elect, Junie Janzen (junie-janzen@ouhsc.edu) for 
Secretary/Treasurer, and Cecilia Botero (Cecilia@library.health.ufl.edu) for Nominee to MLA Nominating 
Committee. 

Goal 2:  Life Long Learning 

The Continuing Education Committee (Ana Ugaz, Chair, and Lynne Bowman) continued to promote CE 
opportunities through a regular column in the section newsletter, as well as on the section's discussion 
list. Currently, the committee is working on identifying appropriate CE's for future annual meetings.  
 
Goal 3:  Advocacy 
 
The Section objective is to participate in the review and evaluation of existing and proposed national and 
international standards that apply to library standards.  The Standards Committee, chaired by Nadine 
Ellero, has continued their work of reviewing standards.  Committee members include: Lisa Berry, Cecilia 
Botero, Dean Cody, Junie Janzen, Catherine Marlow, Sylvia McAphee, Michael Wood, and Felicia Yeh, 
with Leopoldo Montoya serving as MLA Liaison to NISO. 
 
The complete Standards Committee Annual Report is appended to this report. 
 
Goal 4:  Create and Communicate Knowledge 
 
The Section maintained communication with members through maintaining and updating the website 
(Suzanne Nagy, editor) and through the section newsletter, Technical Trends (JoLinda Thompson and 
Suzanne Nagy, co-editors), published three times a year. An additional objective for 2007-2008 is to 
survey current Technical Services Section members to establish a profile of the membership and to 
determine a) what they want from the Section, and b) what skills and talents they bring to the Section.  No 
concrete action has yet occurred with this survey. 
 
Goal 5:  Building a Network of Partners  
   
The Section objectives were to co-sponsor programs with other Sections at the 2008 Annual Meeting in 
Chicago and to continue to have members serve as MLA liaisons to other professional organizations. 
 
Technical Services Section together with OCLC SIG, and with help from the RDA Implementation Task 
Force, will organize an invited speaker session at the section's business meeting on RDA and other 
trends in cataloging and indexing.  Along with the Veterinary Medical Libraries Section, the Section will 
sponsor an invited speaker session on legal aspects of digitization and documents management.  We will 
also sponsor a contributed papers session on staffing trends, transition of staffing responsibilities, 
retraining issues, learning to use new technologies and connecting library services. Public Services 
Section, Collection Development Section, Leadership and Management Section will help co-sponsor this 
session.  Several section members serve as liaisons for MLA to other professional organizations:  

mailto:ckincy@library.ucla.edu
mailto:junie-janzen@ouhsc.edu
mailto:Cecilia@library.health.ufl.edu


Chamya P. Kincy to the ALA Committee on Cataloging: Description and Access; Maggie Wineburgh-
Freed to NASIG; Leopoldo Montoya, to NISO; and Pat Rodgers to the ALA Publisher/Vendor Library 
Relations Committee.  The Section Chair was asked by President-Elect Mary Ryan to suggest a name for 
MLA liaison to OCLC; that announcement will be made after the Annual Meeting in May. 
 
MOTION 
 
This report is informational and requires no action by the Board of Directors. 
 
Section Officers and Committee Chairs for 2007-2008 
 
Nancy Burford, Section Chair 
Hanna Kwasik, Chair-Elect and Program 
Cecilia Botero, Past Chair and Bylaws Chair 
Linda Flavin, Secretary/Treasurer 
Junie Janzen, Section Council Representative 
Suzanne Nagy, Section Council Representative-Elect 
Jan Cox, Nominating Committee Chair and Nominee to the MLA Nominating Committee 
Suzanne Nagy and JoLinda Thompson, Newsletter Editors 
Lisa Palmer, Membership Chair 
Ana Ugaz, Continuing Education Chair 
Nadine Ellero, Standards Committee Chair 
Bob Pisciotta, Ad-Hoc Research Committee Chair 
Suzanne Nagy, Website Editor 
Mary Buttner, E-mail List Manager 
Virginia Lingle, Nominee to MLA Nominating Committee 
Maggie Wineburgh-Freed, Mentoring Committee Chair 
 

Respectfully submitted, Nancy Burford, MLA Technical Services Section 2007/2008 

 
STANDARDS COMMITTEE 

Technical Services Section 
Medical Library Association 

2008 Annual Report 
 
 
Seventeen standards were reviewed this year, totaling the same as the last two years. In this 
Information/Internet Age, “standards” have become increasingly more popular, recognized and pervasive. 
We anticipate this to continue to grow and become an expected and integral norm. The following 
committee members actively read and reviewed the listed ANSI/NISO standards and responded by the 
deadlines that were required. 
 
Lisa M. Berry 
Cecilia Botero 
Dean Cody 
Amy Faltinek 
Junie Janzen 
Sylvia McAphee 
Michael Wood 
Felicia Yeh 
 
It has been the committee’s great fortune to gain two new members: Lisa M. Berry and Amy Faltinek who 
have shown great enthusiasm, were fast learners to the process of reviewing standards, and have written 
some very thoughtful and detailed reviews. We lost Catherine Marlow this past year, and are thankful for 
all the contributions she has made. 
 
The following is a complete list of all the standards that were reviewed during the May 2007-April 2008 
annual reporting time period. 
 



1. ISO/CD 26122 Information and Documentation – Work Process Analysis for Records (April 
2007) 

2. IS/CD 16245 Information and Documentation – Boxes, File Covers and Other Enclosures, 
Made From Cellulosic Materials, For Storage of Paper and Parchment Documents (May 
2007) 

3. ISO/CD 20775 ISO Holdings Schema (June 2007) 
4. ISO 27730 Information and Documentation – International Standard Collection Identifier 

(ISCI) (July 2007) 
5. ISO TC 46/SC 9 N45, Annex 1: Outline of New Work Proposal 25964 Concerning the 

Revision of ISO 2788 and ISO 5964 on Guidelines for the Establishment and Development 
of Thesauri (July 2007) 

6. ISO/CD 2146 Information and Documentation – Registry Services for Libraries and Related 
Organisations (August 2007) 

7. ISO/TC 46/SC 4 N / ISO/CD 28500 Information and Documentation – The WARC File Format 
(August 2007) 

8. ISO/TC 46/SC 8/N 239 New Work Item: Qualitative Conditions and Basic Statistics for 
Library Buildings (October 2007) 

9. ISO/FDIS 2709 Information and Documentation – Format for Information Exchange  
(December 2007) 

10. ISO/DIS 20775 Information and Documentation – Schema for Holdings Information (January 
2008) 

11. ISO/CD 28560, (In 3 Parts) Information and Documentation – Data Model for Use of RFID in 
Libraries. Part 1: General Requirements and Data Elements; Part 2: Encoding Based on 
ISO/IEC 15962; Part 3: Fixed Length Encoding (March 2008) 

12. ISO/FDIS 9707 Information and Documentation – Statistics on the Production of Books, 
Newspapers, Periodicals and Electronic Publications (March 2008) 

13. ISO/DIS 8459 Information and Documentation – Bibliographic Data Element Directory 
(March 2008) 

14. ISO/TC 46/SC 9 N473 (690 draft) Information and Documentation – Guidelines for 
Bibliographic References and Citations to Information Resources (April 2008) 

15. ISO/TC 46 /SC 9 N476 Information and Documentation – International Standard Name 
Identifier (ISNI)  (April 2008) 

16. ISO/TC 46/SC 9 N475 Information and Documentation – Digital Object Identifier  (April 2008) 
17. ISO/TC 46/SC 8 N243 (ISO/DTR 28118) Information and Documentation – Performance 

Indicators for National Libraries  (April 2008) 
18. ISO/DIS 10957 Information and Documentation – International Standard Music Number 

(ISMN)  (Currently in Review, Due April 25, 2008) 
19. ISO/DIS 16245 Information and Documentation – Boxes, File Covers and Other Enclosures, 

Made From Cellulosic Materials, For Storage of Paper and Parchment Documents 
(Currently in Review again, Due June 2, 2008) 

20. ISO/DIS 23081-2 Information and Documentation – Records Management Processes for 
Metadata (Currently in Review, Due June 2, 2008) 

 
Thanks and gratitude is extended to all the active members who have enabled MLA to continue in this 
important and often tedious work with short deadlines. I thank Leopoldo Montoya for his continuous 
support in sharing his ideas and concerns, while being technically retired these past several months. 
 
Prepared by Nadine P. Ellero 
Standards Committee Chair 
(Appointed 2007-2008) 
April 18, 2008 
 



 

VETERINARY MEDICAL LIBRARIES SECTION 
 
 
 

The Veterinary Medical Libraries Section (VMLS) of the Medical Libraries Association has made progress 
in the following areas since the Annual Conference in May 2007. 
 
Introduction: 
 
The members of the Veterinary Medical Libraries Section of MLA are among the most active, involved 
and knowledgeable information professionals in the field of veterinary medicine.  Our membership 
includes the heads of libraries at all the colleges of veterinary medicine in the US and Canada, librarians 
at animal health science libraries at universities, industries, zoos, and government institutions, as well as 
librarians and information professionals in similar fields of study located throughout the world. 
 
 
Goal 1: Recruitment, Membership, and Leadership in the Profession 
 
One of the primary goals of the VMLS is to facilitate and enhance communication among the members, 
and in turn, share the collective knowledge and resources of a cadre of information professionals in 
service to the animal health sciences.  The VMLS listserv, VETLIB-L, continues to be the primary source 
of communication between the membership and others serving the veterinary fields, both within the MLA 
and internationally.  VETLIB-L is managed by member Vicki Kok and is hosted on the Virginia Tech 
University web server. 
 
The recently redesigned VMLS website is managed by member Tara Tobin Cataldo at the University of 
Florida, and is constantly being updated with new information about our organization and developments 
of professional interest.  Additionally, the website will host the results of several new initiatives described 
later in this report. 
 
The Section has formed an ad hoc International Directory Committee to update and migrate a privately-
maintained global directory of animal health information science professionals to our website.  Susanne 
Whitaker, Cornell University is leading this project for VMLS.   It is expected the new directory will be 
announced at the Chicago conference.  
 
The Section welcomed five new members this year, with four of our colleges getting new heads of 
Veterinary Medicine Libraries.   
 
Several VMLS members are preparing a conference table for this year’s annual conference Section 
Shuffle with hopes of attracting new members. 
 
 
Goal 2: Life Long Learning 
 
A select group of VMLS members have met to develop a strategic plan for improving access to the 
historical record of veterinary medicine, particularly the “grey literature” that often eludes veterinary 
libraries.  A meeting was held at Texas A&M University in September 2007.  The group developed a 
mission statement, core values and goals for the project.  In March 2008, the group distributed a survey 
to a group of 42 librarians (most all VMLS members) asking participants to describe their institution’s role 
and responsibilities for acquiring and maintaining veterinary archives.  The results will be made available 
later this year and preliminary reports are expected at both the USAIN conference in April and at MLA in 
Chicago in May. 
 
 
Goal 3: Advocacy 
 
VMLS continues to support the National Agricultural Library’s Animal Welfare Information Center (AWIC).  
The Section invited an AWIC speaker to our annual conference session on animal alternatives in 



Philadelphia.  The Section also re-affirmed our appreciation and support for the AWIC personnel and 
products at our Business Meeting. 
 
Section representatives have been advocating for more veterinary journals titles to be included in the 
Medline database.  This year, four more veterinary titles have been added to the list of indexed titles.  In 
addition, a Special Query category for Veterinary Medicine and Animal Health was added to the 
database. 
 
Members continue to negotiate with Elsevier Scientific Publishing (Saunders) about the electronic 
availability of a core title in the field, Veterinary Clinics of North America.  There has been movement on 
the publisher’s end to provide electronic access, but unfortunately, the price still remains out of reach for 
several institutions – even though we all subscribe to the print editions of these titles. 
 
 
 
Goal 4: Creating and Communicating our Knowledge 
 
In September 2007, the Section’s Public Relations Committee submitted updated information about 
library services available to veterinarians, along with a list of veterinary medical libraries in the US and 
Canada, to the American Veterinary Medical Association.   This information has been published in the 
2008-2009 AVMA Directory and Resource Manual (pp. 319-326).  Page 326 also includes a comparative 
table summarizing library and access services offered to AVMA-accredited schools. 
 
The National Library of Medicine is working on a collaborative web portal for veterinary medicine 
practitioners.  NLM has requested that MLA/VMLS appoint a representative to this group. C. Trenton 
Boyd, Univ. Missouri, has agreed to serve as a VMLS representative on this group which also includes 
representatives from: NLM, NAL, AVMA and US Agricultural Information Network (USAIN).  The website 
is: http://vetmedinfo.org 
 
Two section members are working on updating the core list of journal titles in veterinary medicine.  In Jan. 
’08, a survey went out to the membership for identifying the core list.  This information will be shared with 
the American Veterinary Medical Association’s accreditation council. 
 
The 2007 VMLS programs at the Philadelphia meeting were among the most highly rated events on the 
conference schedule.  Both were also very well attended by others outside the Section providing a wider 
exposure to veterinary information services. 
 
2008 Program Chair, Diane Fagen, American Veterinary Medical Association, has organized a Section 
Program titled, “One Health Initiative: emphasizing the importance of interdisciplinary communication in 
identifying and minimizing threats to health.”  She has also arranged three co-sponsored events with the 
Tech Services, International, and History Sections for the Chicago MLA Annual Conference in May. 
 
The Section newsletter: Highlights News & Notes continues to be published semi-annually by members at 
Texas A&M University. 
 
 
 
 
Goal 5: Building a Network of Partners 
 
The VMLS’ close relationship with the American Veterinary Medical Association is evidenced by our 
continued presence and partnership at the AVMA Annual Conference.  In July 2007, several VMLS 
members attending the AVMA conference organized a booth to promote PubMed searching by 
veterinarians. 
 
Three VMLS members are serving on the program committee for the International Conference on Animal 
Health Information Specialists to be held in Brisbane Australia in 2009.  Section members are also 
involved in planning for the ICAHIS conference proceedings archives website. 
 
VMLS shares common goals (along with several members) with the US Agricultural Information Network 
(USAIN).  The aforementioned projects of mutual interest include the NLM collaborative web portal and 
improving access to the historical record of veterinary medicine. 



 
 
 
Motions - None to report. 
 
 
 
2007/2008 Section Officers and Standing Committee Chairs 

CHAIR 
Greg Youngen (2007/2008) University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign youngen@uiuc.edu  

PROGRAM CHAIR/CHAIR-ELECT  
Diane Fagen (2007/2008) American Veterinary Medical Association dfagen@avma.org  

TREASURER 
Norma Funkhouser (2006-2009) Texas A&M University n-funkhouser@tamu.edu

SECRETARY 
Christine Mitchell (2007/2009) Louisiana State University cmitc16@lsu.edu

SECTION COUNCIL REPRESENTATIVE 
Cindy Mitchell (2007/2009) Auburn University, mitchcy@auburn.edu

ARCHIVIST 
Gretchen Stephens Purdue University Libraries gms@purdue.edu  

WEB COORDINATOR 
Tara Tobin Cataldo University of Florida tara@uflib.ufl.edu

 
Submitted by Greg Youngen, Chair, VMLS 
April 22, 2008 
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